
Page 1 of 4  

 
HEALD WELL STOCK WELL ST. MARY’S WELL 

 
 

Clitheroe Town Wells Conservation Campaign (CTWWC) contacts you at a critical point in its 
Campaign ‘to secure a lasting and meaningful future’ for all three of Clitheroe’s ancient and 
unique former Public Town Well sites. This to request local Community, Academic, and 
Amenity Organisation to simply acknowledge the significance of these three sites and request 
to encourage our elected Councillors do the same when the decision about their stewardship 
is made by them in the near future. 
Significant progress towards this aim was achieved at the July 2025 Full Council meeting 
when a motion was unanimously approved to “…… to prepare a report for Community 
Committee on the appropriate route that this Council can take to acquire the 
ownership of the two remaining wells of Heild (sic) Well and St Mary’s Well, to align 
their guardianship following the Council’s 2019, successful, application for Stock 
Well.” 
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Without a registered Title two of our three wells are condemned to unnecessary 
dilapidation. With registered Title for all three wells will enable the Council to work with 
CTWCC and the wider community - in partnership - to secure the necessary funding which 
will support a joint Municipal/Community based project. This will see all three sites fully 
surveyed, investigated, repaired in accord with best historic building conservation 
practices - and their social and historic significance fully interpreted and presented at each 
site. This will provide ensure sites will to be fully appreciated in future by this community – 
and the many beyond it who visit Clitheroe to appreciate its historic and unique importance 
within the County Palatine. 

 
These are just some of the reasons why these sites are important: 

• No town in England is known to have three ancient Wells so recognisable. 
• Most of the existing stone enclosures date back to the reign of King Henry VIII. 
• They are all natural ‘Spring’ wells and - by research of into the origin of their existing or 

former names - they are confirmed as having Anglo-Saxon origins. 
• These sites are older than Clitheroe Castle. They were in continuous use for a thousand 

years or more – until mains water came in 1854. 
• Without a clean and reliable water supply - the Anglo- Saxon ‘Clyderhow’ could 

not have developed into today’s Clitheroe. 
• They take a n  i n d i g e n o u s  advantage of t h e  special geological conditions that 

exist on Clitheroe’s ‘ Limestone Reef Knoll’ - the interface between porous upper and 
- impermeable lower - strata’s. 

• Historic England recognises their significance by their ‘ Grade II Listed’ Building Status. 
• Clitheroe’s Conservation Area Assessment records them as ‘most notable’ for their 

‘distinct identity’. 
• RVBC’s Core Strategy confirms ‘…its Heritage Assets and their settings will be 

conserved and enhanced’ 
• With effective stewardship, all have great Heritage Tourist potential, akin to that in 

the Peak District where thousands flock annually to the Well Dressing Festivals. 
• They are unique to Clitheroe, contributing to its status as one of Lancashire’s finest 

historic towns. 
• They inspirated Andy’s Bowes’ book, ‘Reflections on the Water,’ published in 2024 - 

probably the best historical narrative of Clitheroe and available @ Clitheroe Library. 
• All are, avoidably, deteriorating - year on year. This can be arrested – with the will to do so! 

                                                                          STOP PRESS! 
• Halloween themed  ‘Sprits of the Wells’ broadsheets are now, temporarily, displayed at 

each site, promoting a mythical aspect for each site. Subject to weather we hoped to put on 
a short, repeated  ‘Open-air, Audio-Visual presentation’ of this on All Hallows Eve. At Heald 
Well running between 6.00pm & 7.00pm.  
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CTWCC continues to promote and develop its ‘Roadmap’ to secure a lasting and 
meaningful future for our three ancient former Public Town Wells. In pursuit of this aim, this 
appeal seeks your support to encourage our elected Councillors and our appointed Officers 
to: 

a. Accept their Municipal & Legal abilities to adopt Heald and St. Mary’s Wells - in a 
similar manner done for Stock Well in 2019 – and apply to the Land Registry for ‘title’ 
over them, and 

b. Regard these ancient and unique sites as the ‘Communal Assets’ they have always 
been and not potential ‘liabilities’ - which has been our Council’s position to date. 

 
If your Community, Academic, or Amenity Organisation share these concerns, please 
confirming this by signing and returning the Support Form at the foot of this page - or 
registering this via the website Petition @ www.clitheroe3wells.com Completion of 
this petition here, or on the website, will be of great assistance when our elected 
representatives meet to determine the fate of the three oldest sites in this Parish. 

 
Thank you for taking the time to consider – and hopefully responding - to this invitation. 

 
CTWCC Officers: Steve Ragnall, Steve Burke & Shirley Penman. 
 
Date: 13th October 2025 
 
Community, Academic, or Amenity Organisation Support Response 
Dear Mr Ragnall 
On  behalf  of   
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………   
We confirm our support for the principles of Clitheroe Town Wells Conservation 
Campaign and Ribble Valley Borough Council’s 15th July motion to secure an ‘ appropriate 
route that this Council can take to acquire the ownership of the two remaining wells of Heild 
(sic) Well and St. Mary’s Well to align their guardianship following the Council’s 2019, 
successful application for Stock Well’. 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………. 
 
For: …………………………………………………………………… 

Clitheroe Town Wells Conservation Campaign 
Chairman: Steve Ragnall 

Secretary: Steve Burke Dip.Arch (Oxf’d) 
Tel: 01200 425528   M: 07975 518113   Email: sbcaltd@outlook.com 

http://www.clitheroe3wells.com/
mailto:sbcaltd@outlook.com
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AND 
      
               

AND 
All the people of this ancient parish of Clitheroe/’Clyderhow’ for their generous,  

positive - and continuing - support for this Campaign  
‘to secure a lasting and meaningful future for our three former public town 

ll ’  

 

THE CLITHEROE LIONS CLUB 
 

John Flanagan 
GRAPHIC DESIGNER 

Jane Birtwell 
GRAPHIC DESIGNER 

info@h2o-designs.co.uk 
 

 


